Future of the IPCC
Dear Dr Pachauri, 

Thank you for a very good and interesting discussion paper on the future of the IPCC and for opportunity to give our views on this matter. According to your wish, we comment the cycle of the comprehensive assessment and special reports and the organizational issues. 

Finland is of the view that the comprehensive assessment is the most valuable product of the IPCC. It is important that the assessment is produced also in the future in each 5-year cycle. The scientific, technical and socio-economic information on climate change is progressing rapidly and it is important that an assessment is made in every 5-years to provide the policy makers with comprehensive and reliable scientific basis for decision making.  
There is an increasing demand for scientific information for addressing the challenges related to mitigation of and adaptation to the climate change. Therefore in the future assessments by the IPCC there should be increased emphasis on scientific information on the socio-economic aspects of climate change, e.g. cost of inaction, cost-efficiency analyses of mitigation and adaptation policies and effectiveness of policies. The increased emphasis on these issues should not, however, compromise the provision of solid scientific basis for understanding the climate change and its impacts. There is also a need to improve the interaction between the IPCC WG's in order to be able to provide information related to questions of the policy makers, which often require integrated input from all WG's.    
The results of the UNFCCC climate conference in Bali and the increased urgency for action to address the challenge of climate change requires new ways to respond to policy questions more frequently. Special reports on specific topics within the five-year cycle is one possibility. There could also be new types of products that provide most recent scientific information on key issues that are relevant to policy makers. 

Finland does not see major concerns and needs for change in the current structure of IPCC and IPCC bureau. We are of course open to good suggestions by others especially on how to improve the interaction of the WG's and how to organize work to provide possible new types of products in a way that provides the much needed information faster than is now possible without compromising the quality and credibility of the results.

