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The New AI Economy 



Technology input is needed for economic 
output

• Satyan kuva ja tarkka sitaatti 

“Going forward, digital 

technology will be the key 

input that powers the world’s 

economic output.”

SATYA NADELLA

MICROSOFT CEO 



General purpose technology Single purpose tools



The AI Economy Tech Stack

Chips Datacenters Cloud and data
Foundation 

models
Tooling Applications Distribution Users

Electrical power + connectivity



Datacenters host the Microsoft cloud

Microsoft global datacenters house an interconnected network of millions of computers that work 

together to store and manage data, run applications, and deliver content and services.

Across

34+ 
countries

Networked together with

185,000+ 
miles of subsea, terrestrial, and 

metro optical fiber

Microsoft operates

300+
datacenters



Global GDP and technological revolutions
Real GDP in trillions of 2011 GK$, logarithmic scale 

GDP growth multiplier 
per century

0.4x 1x 1x 2x 4x 20x

Source: Maddison Project, Ourworldindata
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At Microsoft, we are committed to sustainability

2012 2018 2020 2025 2030 2050

Carbon 

neutral

50% 60% 100% Carbon Negative 

& Diesel-free 

datacenters 

Zero Carbon 

100/100/0

Removal of all 

historical carbon 

emitted directly or 

through electrical 

consumption

Supply of renewable energy



Microsoft invests in Finland



AI Adoption in Finland



The Microsoft Cloud 

is for everyone

Kirkkonummi 

Campus

Espoo 

Campus

Vihti 

Campus

Microsoft datacenter –

operational 2027

+ 1,400,000 sq m 
Land area

+ 850,000 sq m 
Building right

Länsi-Uusimaa

Location



Microsoft datacenter impact in Finland

INNOVATION

District heating 
decarbonization for 

250 000 residents

Producing 200 MWh heat

ECONOMY

Microsoft invests 1€, 

ecosystem generates 3€

EMPLOYMENT

Direct: 4500 
(construction) +300 (DC 

Ops)

Indirect: 11 000

GREEN TRANSITION

Microsoft invests into 
additional clean energy 
production with PPAs

SKILLING

100 000 skilled with tech, target 
300 000 in 5 years

Datacenter Academy with 
vocational schools Omnia & Luksia



FDI learnings and asks



Best practices from Finland

1. Permitting: Smooth and predictable 
permitting as clear competitive 
advantage (incl. Green transition 
project status)

2. Energy: Proactive build-out of 
transmission grid, very customer-
oriented TSO (Fingrid)

3. Supportive political environment: A 
close and trusted collaboration with 
national, regional & local government

4. Taxation: Maintain current datacenter 
energy taxation



How to attract FDI ? 
Investments in new infrastructure will be evaluated from a 
risk and timeline perspective. It is crucial to have access 
to buildable land with access to significant amounts of 
power capacity, within the timelines needed to 
support customer demand.

More specifically, this requires

• Fast, efficient and predictable processes for 
permitting (zoning, environment, power)

• Remove overlapping permitting from Finnish 
legislation to speed up the process

• Synchronize relevant legislation in Finland to 
ensure predictability in permitting processes

• Fast and reliable access to power grids

• Baseload power availability 

• Support the expansion of nuclear power supply



Summary



How to enable growth in Finland? 

Attracting investments

1. Remove overlapping permitting from Finnish 
legislation to speed up the process

2. Synchronize relevant legislation in Finland to 
ensure predictability in permitting processes

3. Energy: 
i) WHR enabled DC's should be recognized as green 

investments throughout legislation

ii) Support the expansion of carbon free energy supply, 
including nuclear power

iii) Grid tariff reform: Support the market-based approach to 
grid tariffs → demand flexibility should not be a 
prerequisite for grid connection

iv) Maintain current DC energy taxation scheme

v) Continue to invest into transmission grid

Unlocking AI potential

1. Create an updated AI strategy for Finland with 

ambitious and clear goals for AI adoption 

across the public and private sector

2. Ensure coordination on AI Act implementation 

to provide clear implementation guidelines and 

guidance

3. Invest into skilling people on AI economy

4. Recognize international technology 

partnerships as growth driver for Finland



Thank you !
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