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1. General
The guidelines are needed in order to develop child-friendly justice and to emphasise its significance. The wide scope is one of the strongest areas of the guidelines. All the proceedings in which a child, in one way or another, is involved are taken into account in the guidelines, which makes them comprehensive. On the other hand, possibilities to concretely evaluate the matters are weakened due to the fact that the question is examined in such a wide-ranging and extensive manner.
The right of a child to participate and influence are emphasised in the guidelines, whereas less emphasis is placed on a child's right for protection. It is important to point out that according to Article 3 in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, a child under the age of 18 is always an object of protection and that the child's right to participate may sometimes contradict with the child's right to be protected. In these cases, protection must be given first priority. 
2. Detailed comments
2.1 Paragraphs III.A.4, III.A.5 and V.3 in the guidelines, co-operation between authorities and training of authorities 
It is very good that authorities and professionals dealing with matters relating to children are encouraged to co-operate with each other. Guaranteeing proficiency of professionals working with children with ongoing training, as presented in the guidelines, is an idea that the working group especially supports. It is good to note that the obligation to receive training applies to lawyers as well as to psychologists and social workers. The principles mentioned elsewhere in the draft concerning the familiarisation of the child with the court proceedings, the provision of information to a child in a language which the child can understand, and the using of only such persons in hearing of children who are trained to do that are objectives that the working group supports; however, versatile training of the authorities is required in order for them to be implemented. 
2.2. Paragraphs III.B and III.C.3 in the guidelines, a child's right to be heard and informed 
It is well emphasised in the draft that a child is entitled to receive information and advice during all the stages of a process. This shall not only apply to the rights of the child, but the child should also be given an explanation of the process in general. On the other hand, the obligation to provide information, as presented in the guidelines, is very extensive as it also covers informing the child about his or her rights. As extensive provision of information as suggested approximates legal consultation. 
A very good point put forward in the draft guidelines is that being heard is a right of the child, not a duty. Similarly, the obligation to inform a child of the possible consequences of the opinions presented by him or her is an important viewpoint brought out in the draft. It is proposed in the guidelines that a judge shall not refuse to receive a child and to listen to his or her views and opinions on matters concerning him or her in the case, whenever the child takes the initiative to be heard. A corresponding right of a child to express his or her view directly to the judge is also included in the recommendation by the UN Committee. 
2.3 Paragraphs III.C.1 and III.C.2 in the guidelines, access to court and to the judicial process/ right to a legal counsel
It is emphasised in the draft that children must have a right to access the judicial processes that affect them. On the other hand, participation of a child in a custody dispute either personally or via legal counsel or representative would bring the child in the middle of the dispute. 
2.4 Paragraph III.C.4 in the guidelines, duration of the proceedings
Emphasising the principle of immediacy in all proceedings involving children is of key importance in the guidelines. If the propositions concerning the immediacy of proceedings were approved, this would inevitably lead to an obligation for Member States to invest in proceedings involving children. 
2.5 Miscellaneous comments
III.A.2.1 The protection of the privacy of children in different proceedings is justifiably emphasised in the draft. It must be noted that the principle of publicity is realised in a more pronounced manner in trials than in other proceedings. Thus, there is usually no reason to hold a trial completely without the presence of the public even when a child is involved in the proceedings. 
III.C.5.7 It is good that the principle according to which children should be protected against information that could be harmful to their welfare has been brought out in the guidelines. What makes the question difficult is that it must, however, be possible to state reasons for the decisions openly.
III.C.5.9 It is also essential that the physical environment in which children deal with authorities is arranged in a child-friendly manner. Creating a child-friendly setting is probably one of the easiest recommendations to put into practice, although it requires some resources. 
III.C.5.10 It is stated in the guidelines that courts shall ensure that all authorities dealing with children work in co-operation with each other. It is difficult to understand what the concrete meaning of this statement is. 
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