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Tesla’s statement regarding the Government’s legislative proposal on a scrapping bonus and acquisition support scheme for EVs, conversion support for gas and ethanol cars (LVM048:00/2017)

First, Tesla would like to express our gratitude for being given this opportunity to offer comments to the above mentioned proposal, which will be an important first step in realizing Finland’s long-term transition towards sustainable transport and energy.
Tesla is a world-leading manufacturer of electric vehicles (EV), solar energy solutions and energy storage solutions driven by our mission to accelerate the world’s transition to sustainable energy.   
We have noted and must commend the Finnish Government’s ambitious but also necessary goal of 250,000 EVs on the Finnish roads by 2030. This goal is indeed achievable, but it will require an active effort on part of the government. As the advent of electric mobility is still in its infancy, and as introducing new tech into established markets – such as the 100 year old car market – is more difficult than introducing new tech into new markets, ensuring that electric mobility will reach its full potential will require support at this critical stage. As such, the above mentioned proposal is an important initial step, which Tesla in general views favorably.  
Specifically, we would like to commend Finland for introducing a support scheme for low-emission vehicles which in particular is focused on electric vehicles. While the support amount of 2.000 EUR ideally should be larger to lessen the gap between comparable Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) vehicles and EVs – giving consumers a real choice between technologies unaffected by price – Tesla nonetheless acknowledge the governments’ efforts as a first steps towards making Finland a world-leader in sustainable transportation. We also commend the introduction of a scrapping bonus to kick-start a change of Finland’s aging car fleet, although we are puzzled as to why it cannot be combined with the EV incentive, thus ensuring that a larger portion of the cars bought in the first half of 2018 are Zero Emission Vehicles and thus help Finland reach it’s long term goals. Cars sold now stay on the road on average for 16 years, so it matters what kind of cars are sold now.
While this proposal is indeed a good first step, it is however just that, a first step. If Finland is to reach both its international targets and its own ambitious goals, much more is needed and sooner rather than later. We therefore urge both the government and the parliamentary working group preparing its recommendations to keep in mind that reaching your goals will require a thought-full and visionary approach which ensures that you get as large an effect as possible from the investments made. 
Tesla will look forward to engage in an active dialogue for helping Finland handle these challenges, to share experiences and knowledge, and we stand available to assist in any way we can.
Thank you again for this opportunity to give our input. Please reach out to Kasper Bloch-Jørgensen, kbj@tesla.com for any questions you might have.     
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