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Call for applications: Low-carbon Built Environment

Programme, 5th call for applications 
VN/32927/2023  

CORRECTION NOTICE: The call for applications was corrected on 15.1.2024 to correspond to the purpose and objectives of the call for
applications: the de�nition of a grant applicant has been speci�ed and the terms “subsidy” have been replaced by the term “grant”. Links to the
de�nition of economic activity have been added.

Call for applications, grants for green transition of the built

environment

Supported by EU RRF funding  

The Low-carbon Built Environment Programme (also known as KIRAilmasto) contributes to implementing the Sustainable Growth Programme for
Finland, which is part of the EU Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). RRF funding is intended to support economic recovery after the pandemic
while speeding up the structural renewal of society and the green transition. The objectives of the programme are climate change mitigation and
adaptation as well as �nding and deploying low-carbon solutions in the built environment.

The programme is implemented by the Ministry of the Environment and Business Finland. More than one hundred projects focusing on a number of
themes have already been funded under this programme.

The applicant must be a Community. The applicant cannot be a private person or a business name. Recipients of the grant may include
municipalities, joint municipal authorities, associations, organisations and research institutes that have a Business ID and have ful�lled their
obligations, such as taxes and fees, appropriately.

The Act on Discretionary Government Grants (688/2001) applies to the grants. The terms and conditions for using the �nancial support are laid
down in the Sustainable Growth Programme for Finland, Regulation (EU) 2021/241 establishing the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the Act on the
Administration, Supervision and Audit of the European Union Recovery and Resilience Facility (537/2022), and the Do No Signi�cant Harm (DNSH)
conditions applicable to EU RRF funding (2021/C 58/01).

A report on the application of the DNSH principle was published in early 2022 (Finnish Environment Institute publications 3/2022). Find a link to the
Finnish version below.

https://ym.fi/en/climate
https://ym.fi/en/nature-and-water
https://ym.fi/en/preventing-environmental-pollution
https://ym.fi/en/housing
https://ym.fi/en/building-and-land-use
https://ym.fi/en/land-use-and-building-act
https://ym.fi/en/the-national-building-code-of-finland
https://ym.fi/en/land-use-planning
https://ym.fi/en/digital-built-environment
https://ym.fi/en/building-products
https://ym.fi/en/ecodesign-directive-and-the-energy-labelling-directive
https://ym.fi/en/building-and-landscape-protection
https://ym.fi/en/wood-building
https://ym.fi/en/circular-economy-in-the-construction-sector
https://ym.fi/en/low-carbon-built-environment
https://ym.fi/en/cultural-environment
https://ym.fi/en/wind-power-construction
https://ym.fi/en/circular-economy
https://ym.fi/en/the-eu-and-international-cooperation
https://ym.fi/en/research-and-development
https://ym.fi/en/grants-and-aid
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Ei merkittävää haittaa -periaatteen (DNSH) soveltaminen Suomen elpymis- ja palautumissuunnitelman hankkeissa (in Finnish, Helda)

Grant amount and application period  

A maximum amount of EUR 0.8 million can be allocated in the Ministry of the Environment's 5th call for applications as set out in central
government budgets for 2022 and 2023 (item 35.20.06). Government support may not exceed 70% of a project’s eligible costs. Once an applicant
has received a decision granting them support, eligible costs may be incurred at the earliest from 1 May 2024 and up till 30 October 2025.  

The application period begins on 15 December 2023 and ends at 16:00 on 28 February 2024. Applications received after the deadline will not be
processed. The ministry will strive to make all decisions before the end of April 2024.

Eligible activities

The objective of the Low-carbon Built Environment Programme is to accelerate the introduction of technologies, services and operating models
that mitigate climate change and support a low-carbon approach in the construction and real estate sector, to promote new practices and to
increase productivity. Its aims also include promoting climate change adaptation. The programme’s scope of application covers the built
environment and construction across a broad front, including planning, zoning, permit processes, construction, the design and manufacture of
construction products, built heritage, building engineering, real estate management, real estate business and property management, links to
infrastructure and energy e�ciency, and service providers.  

The supplementary 5th call for applications focuses particularly on projects increasing the e�ciency of building stock use, construction materials,
carbon sinks and stores as well as adaptation. They may include:  

Enhancing the e�ciency of building stock use and promoting low-carbon solutions and long service life

sharing economy of premises, changes of intended uses of buildings, additional and in-�ll construction
low-carbon renovation
new construction, zoning and plot allocation that support adaptability, versatility and reusability

Construction materials

promoting the reuse of building elements; processes for their demolition, intermediate storage and reuse;
promoting the use of natural building materials
developing the coordination of soil masses

Carbon sinks and stores

promoting carbon sinks on construction sites
increasing and measuring carbon stores in the building stock
low-emission landscaping and green construction solutions

Adaptation

functioning of buildings and building elements in a changing climate
role of landscaping and green construction in adaptation

Applicants may also propose other themes that fall within the scope of the programme.

The projects receiving support must mainly be research, development and innovation projects that experiment, develop and communicate about
novel solutions. The project outcomes must be openly usable.

Projects related to the existing building stock may also focus on certain sites providing concrete examples of the challenges and solutions
associated with the reuse of buildings and building elements. However, funding will not be provided for designing and investing in these projects.
The programme can support project actors working with similar themes, such as circular economy in construction, for example through
communication activities.  

While municipalities may also apply for grants together, joint projects must always have a single applicant to whom the support is granted.
Cooperation with educational institutions, research institutes or companies may additionally be considered an advantage. The applicant may also
be a joint municipal authority.  

Aid will only be granted for non-economic projects. If the Ministry of the Environment �nds that the project involves economic activities, no
support may be granted. Economic activity means the activity of an organisation which involves the provision of goods or services in a speci�c
market. The legal form in which the activities are carried out or whether the activities are intended to generate pro�ts are not relevant.

More information on low-carbon construction in Finnish (ym.�)     
More information roadmap for low-carbon construction in Finnish (ym.�)
More information on projects funded under this programme (kirailmasto.�)

Further information on the concept of economic activity:

Valtiontuen käsite (TEM)
EU rules on State aid (TEM)
Commission Notice on the notion of State aid (EUR-lex)











https://helda.helsinki.fi/items/5d708393-3ef0-4862-923e-7cf7d7a55bc0
https://helda.helsinki.fi/items/5d708393-3ef0-4862-923e-7cf7d7a55bc0
https://helda.helsinki.fi/items/5d708393-3ef0-4862-923e-7cf7d7a55bc0
https://ym.fi/vahahiilinen-rakentaminen
https://ym.fi/vahahiilisen-rakentamisen-tiekartta
http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
https://tem.fi/valtiontuen-kasite
https://tem.fi/valtiontuen-kasite
https://tem.fi/valtiontuen-kasite
https://tem.fi/en/eu-rules-on-state-aid
https://tem.fi/en/eu-rules-on-state-aid
https://tem.fi/en/eu-rules-on-state-aid
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52016XC0719(05)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52016XC0719(05)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52016XC0719(05)
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Impact and innovation will be appreciated

The grants are discretionary. The evaluation and comparison of applications will be based on an overall assessment taking into account the
following criteria:

1. Feasibility: The project can be implemented as planned, within the schedule and with the resources available.
2. Clarity of the project plan: The plan clearly describes the objectives of the project, the work stages, the outcomes aimed for and the division of

labour between the implementers
3. Project impact on low-carbon development and/or climate change adaptation: The project plan clearly shows the impacts of the project and the

way in which the impacts will be evaluated.  
4. Wider use of outcomes: The outcomes can also be used by parties other than the project implementers, and the project has a communication

plan.

All projects selected for the programme must meet the selection and eligibility criteria in line with the 'Do No Signi�cant Harm' (DNSH) principle. 
The project must support the objective of either climate change mitigation or adaptation.  

The signi�cance of projects in terms of climate change mitigation and adaptation, their mutual superiority and their eligibility will be assessed by
the Ministry of the Environment. The Ministry of the Environment may, if it so wishes, request an independent external evaluation of projects, in
which con�dential processing of applications will be ensured.

Reporting on results and grant use

The bene�ciary undertakes to report on the project in connection with payments. For this, the Ministry of the Environment's reporting template
will be used. The Ministry of the Environment’s communication guidelines must be complied with in project communications.

The Ministry of the Environment will report to the EU on the programme as required under the Commission Regulation establishing the Recovery
and Resilience Facility.

Grant payment

The support granted in this call will be paid to the bene�ciaries in advance as a single instalment at the start of the project. Once the project has
been concluded, the bene�ciary will repay any unused portion of the grant to the Ministry of the Environment. A grant paid in advance may be
recovered in whole or in part if the bene�ciary fails to meet the obligations stated in their application and in the grant decision by the end of the
project.

Notification of beneficial owners

Under Article 22 of Regulation (EU) 2021/241 of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the Recovery and Resilience Facility, the
Ministry of the Environment is required to collect data concerning the bene�cial owners of �nal recipients. The data to be collected comprises
�rst names, last names and dates of birth. This data is collected to permit the monitoring and prevention of, for example, con�icts of interest,
fraud and money laundering.

In order to collect the data, the applicant must ensure that the noti�cation of bene�cial owners and the noti�cation of changed bene�cial owner
data to the Finnish Patent and Registration O�ce are submitted as required under the Act on Detecting and Preventing Money Laundering. The
data concerning the bene�cial owners need not be collected when the bene�ciary is a natural person or a body or legal person governed by public
law. If the project involves outsourced services, however, the bene�ciary must notify the name and business ID of the company they are using to
the Ministry of the Environment for the purpose of providing bene�cial owner data.

Impact of sanctions on discretionary government grants

Pursuant to Council Regulation (EU) No 269/2014 concerning restrictive measures in respect of actions undermining or threatening the territorial
integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine, the applicant must declare that the sanctions against Russia do not apply to it, its
bene�ciaries or its subcontractors.

Submission of the application and documents

Applications must be submitted using the electronic application form. The form contains the applicant's DNSH self-assessment and declaration of
meeting the conditions for being granted support.  

A freely worded project implementation plan that supplements the information provided on the form must be attached to the application form. The
recommended length of the plan is three pages. 

Apply for funding by 28 February 2024

1. Read the ‘Do No Signi�cant Harm’ (DNSH) requirements, see Appendix 1 below
2. Read Appendix 2 (Terms and restrictions concerning special grants of the Ministry of the Environment), see Appendix 2 below 
3. Familiarise yourself with projects previously funded under the programme (kirailmasto.�)
4. Fill in the application form online (hakulomake.�) 

Appendix 1 Additional information on the DNSH requirement PDF  336kB
Appendix 2 Terms and restrictions concerning special grants of the Ministry of the Environment PDF  624kB
Appendix 3 Reporting template, �nal report PDF  294kB





https://kiratilanne.impact.page/kiratilanne/Home
https://kiratilanne.impact.page/kiratilanne/Home
https://kiratilanne.impact.page/kiratilanne/Home
https://hakulomake.fi/ym/en/node/139
https://hakulomake.fi/ym/en/node/139
https://hakulomake.fi/ym/en/node/139
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/DNSH_EN.pdf/66b6201d-1221-e641-cb64-f55769a75048/DNSH_EN.pdf?t=1702554082710
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/DNSH_EN.pdf/66b6201d-1221-e641-cb64-f55769a75048/DNSH_EN.pdf?t=1702554082710
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/DNSH_EN.pdf/66b6201d-1221-e641-cb64-f55769a75048/DNSH_EN.pdf?t=1702554082710
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf/683bb424-e864-edc1-5275-9e76fc16b4f0/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf?t=1702554083746
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf/683bb424-e864-edc1-5275-9e76fc16b4f0/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf?t=1702554083746
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf/683bb424-e864-edc1-5275-9e76fc16b4f0/EA+terms+and+restrictions_YM_EN.pdf?t=1702554083746
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/Final_report_template_EN.pdf/46577f84-96e9-ad50-cdaa-75c12e3ce373/Final_report_template_EN.pdf?t=1702554084271
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/Final_report_template_EN.pdf/46577f84-96e9-ad50-cdaa-75c12e3ce373/Final_report_template_EN.pdf?t=1702554084271
https://ym.fi/documents/1410903/194960249/Final_report_template_EN.pdf/46577f84-96e9-ad50-cdaa-75c12e3ce373/Final_report_template_EN.pdf?t=1702554084271
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Inquiries

Project cards for all projects in the scheme (kirailmasto.�)  

Projects funded by the Ministry of the Environment and �nal reports of completed projects (hankeikkuna)  

General information on the programme and applications for discretionary government grants
Ma�a Stenvall
Project Manager
tel. +358295250354
ma�a.stenvall@gov.�

Payments
Katri Trebs
tel. +358 2952 50119
katri.trebs@gov.�





 

http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
http://www.kirailmasto.fi/
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/hanke?tunnus=YM004:00/2022
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/hanke?tunnus=YM004:00/2022
https://valtioneuvosto.fi/hanke?tunnus=YM004:00/2022

