
> a tool for the herding COMMUNITIES deScribing 
the reindeer husbandry land needs  

> basis for communication and muncipality planning 
> improves DIALOGue with other LAND usERS

 reindeer 
  HUSBANDRY plan



”

• Forestry
• Mining
• Wind power 
• Water power
• Cultural environments 
• Mountain use issues - snow       
   mobile and hunting
• Outdoor recreation (tourism) 
• Predator issues
• Road planning

• Infrastructure
• Municipal comprehensive 
   plans 
• Environmental impact 
   assessments, Nuclear fuel & 
   waste management, and other 
   planning 
• Rights to reindeer husbandry 
disputes

understand and consider, which in turn has the potential of 
increasing understanding with others using the same areas, for 
the needs of the reindeer industry.

A RBP documents the different ways land is used in reindeer 
husbandry. These include grazing grounds, migration routes, rest 
area grazing, difficult passages, installations and more, as well as 
a description of external factors on how the lands can be used in 
future reindeer husbandry. The documentation is often combined 
with information from GPS-fitted reindeer which describes 
annual reindeer migratory movements. The RBP shows the green 
infrastructure of reindeer husbandry.  

Individual reindeer herding communities carry out the work of 
mapping lands and gathering material for documents that are 
digitally stored. The RBP is the property of the described herding 
community (sameby).

Reindeer husbandry plans are a 
benefit to future community plans
A government mandate stipulates that the Swedish Sami 
Parliament shall help the herding communities in drawing up 
RBPs. This work has evolved from a project within the Swedish 
Forestry Agency. The Swedish Sami Parliament is the operations 
manager since 2016.

The right to reindeer grazing 
grounds applies to about 50% of 
Sweden’s total land area.”

Reindeer husbandry plans (rbp) are used in 
consultation and dialogue with for example:

          REiNdeer husbandry’s rights to 
land
The right to reindeer husbandry is based on custom for time 
immemorial. Because the reindeer are migratory, the reindeer 
industry is dependent on free-roaming natural grazing. 
 
A coherent and working green infrastructure is a prerequisite for 
the survival of reindeer husbandry, nature and the Sami culture. 
It maintains vital functions of reindeer husbandry such as grazing 
and grazing peace, and enables seasonal migrations between gra-
zing grounds. Green infrastructure raises questions the Sami have 
always asked by spotlighting the functionality of the ecosystem, 
focusing on quality, natural values of the landscape and enabling 
the spreading and migration of species. 

With operations that alter the landscape, it is not only the land 
that changes, but the entire ecosystem and context for those 
involved. Which is why any operations must be well-planned and 
carefully implemented to preserve the long-term entirety of the 
landscape. 
 
The Sami have unique and valuable knowledge of reindeer living 
environments and which land areas are used during different phas-
es of the reindeer husbandry year. Historically this information has 
been passed on orally from one generation to the next, very little 
has been written down.

         Documentation of the Sami herding 
COMMUNITY lands
During the 2000’s, the Sami herding communities (samebys) have 
begun establishing reindeer husbandry plans (renbruksplan, abbre-
viated RBP).  Husbandy plans describe how the different herding 
communities use the land in such a way that others can 
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